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Dear Delegates:

On behalf of the Leadership Board, it is my privilege to welcome you to the 2015 Evangelical Covenant
Canada Conference AGM. First, let me say how much your Board appreciates that you have taken time
out of your life to come together with so many others in order that we can celebrate what the Lord has
done through us in this past year. We also need to turn our hearts and minds to what the Lord is going to
do in the coming year, after all, our AGM theme is “Hope”! Not the desperate, there are no options, how
are we going to get out of this, type definition that the world uses for “Hope”— but the God glorifying, Son
defining, Spirit dwelling sense of anticipated awesome wonder that a faithful, loving and utterly trustful
God can bring to us.

When your Leadership Board meets each quarter, I am conscious, as I look around the table, of the abid-
ing sense of hope and optimism in my fellow Board servants that nothing is too small nor too difficult for
our Lord. I see it in the integrity, in the intentions and in the Spirit abiding intimacy of those present which
continues to encourage and spur me on in my duties as your Chairperson.

We are so blessed to have been given residence in this great country of ours; it is easy, too easy, to suc-
cumb to all the negative media, naysayers and to feel sorry for ourselves rendering us inoperative. So the
enemy would have it.

Quite to the contrary though, you, through the Conference Ministry Priorities, are providers of “Hope” to
people in Congo, Haiti, Palestine, Ecuador and of course, many here in Canada from a prison to the local
church. Take heart brothers and sisters, “Hope” is a currency in which we are providers of to the world,
and you are one of them, all to the glory of Jesus' great name and His kingdom to come.

In your service,

Rich Drinovz
ECCC Chairperson
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Grace and peace to you as you gather in the bond of Christ.

Multiply. How can 5 multiplied by 850 give a result of two and a half million? Only when God enters the
equation.

There are five mission priorities around which we seek to follow the heart of God into the world. To-
gether, we start and strengthen churches, make and deepen disciples, develop leaders, love mercy and do
justice, and serve globally. That mission is only possible because of the combined efforts of the congrega-
tions in your region, together with all of the 850 churches that make up the ECC today in the United States
and Canada.

Because of our strong partnership in our shared mission, we accomplish much. We invite you to visit
www.CovChurch.org for information, stories, videos, and resources on all that is happening with the min-
istries and initiatives of the Covenant all around the world. While you’re there, be sure to check out the
Multiply video (www.covchurch.tv/multiply). It’s an inspiring look at how the mathematics of the Holy
Spirit yield amazing results through Covenant people.

In addition to this regional gathering, we’d love to have you join with hundreds of other Covenanters for
Gather 2015, June 25-27, which encompasses opportunities to participate in mission and service projects
as part of Experience Kansas City, as well as the annual meeting of the Ministerium, and the Evangelical
Covenant Church’s annual business meeting.

I am grateful to serve this movement in partnership with people like you. With God’s help, may we con-
tinue to multiply in our shared mission and ministry.

In It Together,

Gary B. Walter,
President



…Jesus said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe
it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows and
becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.”
Mark 4:30-32

We live in a world where as a culture we like BIG. Whether it is a “supersized” drink or the “biggest”
cement animal in a province (e.g. Riverton Manitoba and their moose). Big movie stars get big con-
tracts and big roller coasters get big reviews.

The kingdom of God takes an upside down approach to life. In the kingdom it is far more often that
“small” is what is big. Consider the following from Scripture:

1 Kings 17 A widow gives a small loaf of bread to Elijah and in turn her oil and flour jars are
perpetually full.

1 Kings 18 A cloud as small as a hand signals the end of a disastrous drought.
Micah 5:2 Bethlehem is the smallest among the clans of Judah but told that one who will rule

over Israel will come from her.
John 6 Five loaves and two small fish feed a multitude of people
Luke 21 A widow and her two very small coins are used by Jesus to demonstrate great

generosity to his followers.

The ECCC is a small tribe within the larger Christian community. We are one of the smallest regions
within the ECC. Our nearly 30 ministries are significantly less than, for instance, the Canadian Baptists
of Western Canada, “around 200” churches, or the Evangelical Missionary Church of Canada and the
nearly 140 congregations between British Columbia and Ontario. Talk about larger groups like the
Christian and Missionary Alliance or the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada and we almost slip off the
page!

How then, will we live as a community of churches and ministries? It would be easy to use our size as
an excuse, yet it is precisely our size that is our greatest asset in Kingdom terms. When we admit that
we are small and in absolute need of the Spirit of God and his activity we are exactly where we should
be. It is instructive to remember that one of our six Covenant Affirmations is “A Conscious Dependence
on the Holy Spirit”; as that Spirit enables growth we will hopefully continue to be small in the Kingdom
sense!

As we look back over 2014 I believe that we have approached our smallness well. We have sought to
lean into new opportunities in Church Planting, Global Engagement and ministries of Compassion. We
continue to seek more faithful ways of pursuing discipleship, leadership development, congregational
vitality and justice. The reports that make up this AGM material give a composite picture of what we do
together as we are small in the best, and most dependent on the Spirit of God, sense. May they help us
envision big as we understand small.

Jeff Anderson

Superintendent Report Jeff Anderson



In 1934, a small group of believers gathered in a church in Alpine and organized as a Mission Cove-
nant Church. In 1954, approximately 20 km to the north of Alpine, a small group of believers gath-
ered in a church in Durban and organized as an Evangelical Covenant Church. In 1968, these two
groups merged to form Valley Evangelical Covenant Church of Durban, MB. In June of 2014, we gath-
ered first at the Alpine Church on a Saturday morning, then at our church here in Durban on Sunday
morning to celebrate the 80th/60th Anniversaries of these Covenant ministries. Rev. Larry Fullerton, a
son of the Durban church, was preacher that day and a good number of friends and former members
attended.

“Looking To Jesus….” Hebrews 12:2 has always been the theme verse of this Durban congregation.
After the purchase of the old Anglican church, it was written in bold letters above the stage/pulpit and is
now carved into the corner stone of the present church dedicated in 1982. It is indeed a good verse
for any group of believers to hold up as we all seek to be faithful in the ministries we share.

‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin
that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, (looking to
Jesus) the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. For the joy set
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him
who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not
grow weary and lose heart.” Hebrews 12:1-3

These days, young and old travel 10, 15, 20, or 25 km from south (Alpine), north (Swan River), east
(Kenville/Pretty Valley), and west (Benito/Thunderhill) to worship in Durban (pop. 35). We have any-
where from 50 to 90 in attendance each week with a good mix of young and old. On any given Sun-
day we can have up to 10 or 12 under the age of 7 and up to 10 or 12 over the age of 75. We have
a Children’s Church ministry, study groups Sunday morning (THE STORY), a senior’s weekly daytime
Bible study, and The Family Project DVD series
for young families. Our Women’s Ministries
group continues to meet and serve faithfully.
Worship Services are traditional but yet informal
enough to be flexible with a variety of guests,
themes, and presentations as we move through
the church year. We have also established a
Congregational Vitality Team and have found
these discussions/meetings to be insightful and
encouraging as we consider who we are as a
congregation and who God may be calling us
to become as we continue in ministry together.

We pray, like those before us, that we will ‘run with perseverance the race marked out for us,’ always
‘looking to Jesus….’ We thank God for the ministries we share with other Covenant churches across
Canada and around the world and pray that He would continue to bless and guide us all.

David Johnson, Pastor

CHURCH REPORTS Valley ECC | Durban, MB



As we began our 101st year as a church we came together to concentrate on what it means to be a dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ. We were especially pleased to see how many of our congregation took the oppor-
tunity to get involved in a small group and come together around the Word of God and access the
book Multiply by Francis Chan. We found out that the concept of being a disciple isn’t difficult to under-
stand. After all, for many of us, we have been followers of Jesus Christ for many years. What we were
challenged with was the fact that discipleship affects everything. With this in mind, we experienced the
working Holy Spirit in our lives as we fellowshipped together pursuing what it means to be a disciple
and make disciples.

As we moved through the fall of 2014 we repeated the same concept of small groups after the morning
service and focused on another book entitled Go and Do by Don Everts. Again, the response of all of
us to come under the teaching of God’s Word and be challenged together in the next logical step of
being disciples of Christ was refreshing. We were reminded again that we are the ones who are not only
marked by God’s mission in this world (in other words, He came and saved us), but also caught up in
that same mission. That’s why Jesus said: “God and do likewise.”

One of the results of concentrating on what it means to be a disciple revealed for several of our people
that they were uncomfortable with their lack of Bible knowledge. In response to this concern we started
a Thursday night study entitled: Understanding the Old Testament. Each week a book of the Old Testa-
ment is reviewed so that we not only have a general understanding of its content, but we also recognize
how that book fits into the overall context of the Old Testament and its significance in our present lives
as disciples of Christ. Not only are we seeing people come out on Thursday nights to learn but we also
have a few who are following along on our YouTube channel who cannot attend our study.

These two major themes were our pursuit for this past year and we praise God to see how He encour-
aged each of us in those pursuits. This does not mean that we have arrived; just that we are continuing
to move forward together as the church of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Gary Gilkinson, Lead Pastor
Laura Dyck, Director of Family Ministries

CHURCH REPORTS Melfort ECC | Melfort, SK

CHURCH REPORTS Emmanuel ECC | South Surrey, BC

This has been both a challenging and an encourag-
ing year at Emmanuel. At the end of June, our pre-
vious Pastor Keith Chow sensed God calling him
elsewhere, and Pastor Eric Hedberg transitioned
from the roll of Community Life Pastor to the role of
Interim Lead Pastor. As with all pastoral transitions,
this took some getting used to, but has been a really
exciting time for the Emmanuel Covenant family as
we seek to live out God’s call for us as a church.



We have had some great highlights though out the 2014 year.

All Spring, we worked through a series on Following Jesus that both Pastor Keith and Pastor Eric
preached parts of. It was a series about discipleship, about the ways that Jesus calls us to follow him in
our everyday lives. We saw some incredible growth in people’s faith lives through the series and the
groups and conversation that arose from it.

A big part of what the Emmanuel family has been feeling in the past year is the desire to reach in to our
community in new and meaningful ways. There is a real heart for the rapidly growing South Surrey area
we are a part of. We have a real desire to meet people, to care for them, and to invite them in to rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. What could be better?! That’s what Jesus calls us all to! There has also
been the recognition of needing to pair this desire with both the skills and passions and gifts that we

have within our congregation and the needs we are ac-
tively recognizing in our community.

Part of that process has been for us to reengage in the
Vitality Pathway through the ECC’s Congregational Vital-
ity resources. Four lay leaders and I went to the Navi-
gate Conference in Minneapolis to learn tools and to
gather resources as we as a church family seek to en-
gage in becoming healthier and more missional.

God is clearly at work at Emmanuel. We are so excited
to see the ways God will continue to work in 2015, the
ways we will grow as individuals and as a church family,
seeking to live out God’s call upon us each and every
day.

Eric Hedberg, Interim Lead Pastor

CHURCH REPORTS Hope Community CC | Strathmore, AB

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:9

In quantitative and qualitative ways, we are seeing these words Paul wrote to the church in Rome
emerge in the church in Strathmore. Weekend attendance grew by over ten percent, children and
young families are pouring into the kids wing, people who are new to town are discovering our com-
munity… and there’s newfound depth that has come as well. Significant and intentional times of deep-
ening and growing in awareness of God’s purpose and plan for us as individuals and as a community
have marked the last year. We regularly see people taking steps of risk to step into the promises and
purpose of God. We are seeing the kind of filling and overflowing that Paul was praying for.

Two words that began to rise to the surface of our imagination late 2014 were deeper and wider. For
all the newness we see around us, we are counting the cost and becoming the community God desires
us to be. God has a call on our community to BE HOPE to Strathmore and the region it serves.



This is not just about the quality of Sunday services, or kids ministry or how we engage the students of
this area. It’s not just about life inside the walls of our building or the acts of mission we pursue outside
the walls. It is about all these things and so much more. It’s about embracing our identity as a
neighbour loving, God serving, instrument of change and blessing for the sake of anyone and everyone
we come in contact with. We are moving forward with greater depth. We are moving forward in faithful
pursuit of God honouring, Kingdom fruit producing width.

As we live into 2015, we are prioritizing: development of Life Groups and personal formation opportu-
nities; continued response, care, and effort to come alongside parents, kids and students to see them
grow (we’re excited to have our students experience CHIC); renewed focus on local, regional, and
global partnerships in mission; and continued vision to be a church that sends people into the world for
evangelism, discipleship, and mission.

We are so glad the ECCC is coming to Strathmore for AGM! We hope you have a great weekend!

Glenn Peterson, Lead Pastor



CBC Legacy Bursary Recipients (undergrad) 2013—2014 Academic Year

Following is a list of students who received funds from the Covenant Bible College Scholarship Endow-
ment for the 2013-2014 academic year.

Pastor Transitions 2014 - 2015

Chris Wiens resigned and concluded ministry at Nelson ECC, Interim Pastor

Blair Lewis began ministry at Nelson ECC, Youth Pastor

Sally Carlson began ministry at Hope CCC (Strathmore, AB), Associate Pastor
and began work at the ECCC, Financial Officer

Jeremy Duncan began ministry at Kensington Commons (Calgary, AB), Pastor

Tim Keener began ministry with the Montreal Project

Keith Chow resigned and concluded ministry at Emmanuel ECC (Surrey, BC), Lead Pastor

Mark Hill resigned and concluded ministry at Minnedosa ECC, Lead Pastor

Gerald Froese transitioned from Sanctuary CC (Edmonton, AB) to Lighthouse Community Church
(Sarnia, ON) and concluded working at the ECCC, Director of Congregational Vitality

Erin Anderson (Dundurn, SK) Briercrest Bible College

Josh Anderson (Dundurn, SK) Briercrest Bible College

Jordan Barg (Breton, AB) YWAM: Biarritz, France

Geordie Cowan (Saskatoon, SK) Rosebud School of the Arts

Hannah DeVries (Nelson, BC) YWAM: Turanga, New Zealand

Andrew Doell (Malmo, AB) Hillsong International Leadership College

Shelby Doell Peace River Bible Institute

Micah Friesen (Malmo, AB) Canadian Luthern Bible Institute

Clay Kuerbis (Breton, AB) Ambrose University

Weston Vickery (Malmo, AB) Millar College of the Bible

Deborah Walters (Sarnia, ON) Haden Institute

Silas Walters (Sarnia, ON) St. Stephens University



“Come and help us” says the
man from Macedonia in Acts
16. In 2010, the Leadership
Board of the ECCC sensed that
kind of call to Canada
discerning a bold vision to start
20 new churches across
Canada by 2020. Since 2010,
we’ve been faithfully and
obediently pursuing this call.

Over the last year, our existing plants (Avenue Community Church (Toronto), Holy Community Cove-
nant Church (Winnipeg), Lake Ridge Community Church (Chestermere)) have continued to grow, be
faithful, and engage the communities they seek to serve. 2014 marked the Covenant’s entry into minis-
try in Montreal, Quebec and the life-giving merger between a church plant and our existing church in
Calgary.

It’s been exciting to watch projects unfold in familiar environments like Southern Alberta and Winnipeg,
while also seeing us engage communities et les quartiers that we have not had presence in- like Toronto
and Montreal. The sacrifice and leadership modeled by John and Tammy Cho, Gavin and Liz Jensen,
Evan and Christin Dewald, Tim and Di Keener, Jeremy and Rachel Duncan, their families, staff, leaders
and the communities they serve is so encouraging! We must continue to look for ways to pray and sup-
port these friends on the journey.

I am also encouraged by new engagement from our existing churches looking for opportunities to start
new churches. A great example is the five Covenant Churches in Saskatchewan who’s pastors began
asking the question, “what would it look like for us to partner together to start new churches in our prov-
ince?”, at the Pastor’s and Spouse retreat last fall. We continue to pay attention for Macedonian type
calls that ring with clarity and invite our urgency and response.

As Director of Church Planting, I am thankful for the partnership of the ECCC staff and Leadership,
ECC staff, the growing vision of Hope Community Covenant Church where I serve as lead pastor, and
the consistent support and encouragement of my family (Bekah, Ella, Soren, Jonas, and Greta) as we
seek to live out God’s call on our lives.

The NIV says that after Paul received the vision to “come and help us”, “we got ready at once to
leave… concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.” May we continue to pay at-
tention to the clear and convicting call of the Holy Spirit to start gospel communities across Canada and
the world. And may we do it with intention, urgency, and great wisdom.

Glenn Peterson

Director of Church Planting Report Glenn Peterson



Before we launched Kensington Commons in September 2014 I wrote these words:

So far 2014 has been a whirlwind, unedited spirituality announced that we were planting a new church in
February. In March we began speaking with the ECCC about finding our denominational home. In April
talks with Kensington Road Church began about the possibility of a partnership and then eventually a
merger. We spent the summer renovating the building and preparing for our first year together. And now…
after a lot of prayer and work and grace and peace, here we are at the launch of Kensington Commons.

But even that couldn’t begin to anticipate everything that God had in store for us. In September we
launched with over 300 people attending our first service. The next week we went to two services. In Febru-
ary we past 450 on a Sunday and hit a high point of 41 children under the age of 5 in one service. In ad-
dition we were able to give away about 25% of what we spent in 2014 to support missional organizations
like the ECCC and our partner in Africa, Hands at Work.

While we are still getting your feet under us, our plan is to expand to at least a third service by the fall in
order to make more room but we recognize that there is a unique need for vibrant churches to be present
in the urban neighbourhoods of Calgary. So even as we grow our intention is to stay rooted right here in
the Kensington neighbourhood. Eventually we will need to consider what it will look like for us to plant new
parishes in other neighbourhoods. We imagine a Bridgeland Commons Church or a Marda Loop Com-
mons Church working in concert with our vision and mission someday soon.

Churches split. They fight. They stake out territory and compete to defend it. At least that’s the narrative
that often seems to be told. And yet, we have seen just the opposite at Commons. We’ve seen people hold
their church with humility and an open hand. We’ve seen people express graciousness and invitation to
those outside their normal circles. And we’ve seen God present in the midst of those interactions, blessing,
encouraging and inviting his church forward.

Our team feels deeply and truly blessed to be part of God’s story in our neighbourhood.

Jeremy Duncan, Lead Pastor

CHURCH PLANTS Kensington Commons | Calgary, AB



CHURCH PLANTS Montreal Project | Montreal, QC

Our first spring in Quebec is here and we’re reflecting on nine months of
new experiences and new relationships. Quebec is home to nearly a
fourth the population of Canada and Montreal is home to nearly half the
population of Quebec (almost 4 million people). 78% of the province
speaks French as a first language and we’re learning the individual nu-
ances of Quebecois French as well as Quebec history and culture.

Our overarching question and prayer during this season of ministry has
been: How is God calling the Covenant to minister in Quebec?

So, what can a family of churches from the west of Canada and an
American family with missionary experience from Europe possibly do in
Quebec? Well, if God is with us… Plenty! One of our first steps has
simply been observing how God is already at work here.

Some of our project priorities have been:
 Adjusting and learning
 Networking and information gathering
 Gaining localized experience in ministry
 Being a pastoral presence in our neighborhood

Our rapid integration here could not have been possible without a sup-
portive conference. We have also found a wonderful local partner in St.
Peter’s Anglican Church (www.stpeterstmr.org). We have been able to
gain experience in ministry at St. Peter’s and they have been a great sup-
port to our family. This has been a great example of living out Ps.
119:63, “I am a friend to all who fear you, to all who follow your pre-
cepts.”

In the fall and winter, we coordinated a French gathering, Autour de la
Table (Around the Table). We had over 50 individual participants in 8
services and we’re trying to organize a study group in French this sum-
mer. Di has also been volunteering at Share The Warmth, a local out-
reach addressing poverty and hunger on our side of town. She addition-
ally volunteers in a literacy program at our boys’ elementary school.

Eli, Ethan, Ezekiel, and Noah have all done so well adjusting. They en-
joyed the winter and were all determined to learn how to skate! They are
all in immersion programs and progressing well in French. Again we’re
thankful for your prayers and some awesome folks here on the ground.

The need is great in Quebec and any ministry has to be sustained with
commitment, prayer, and flexibility. But we’ve seen God at work in both
traditional and innovative expressions of the church. Thank you for pray-
ing with us as we continue working and discerning. We couldn’t be here
without your support and prayers!

Tim and Di Keener



The sower, the seeds, and the soils. As the snow begins to give
way here in Manitoba, we begin to see the soil again. Farmers
begin to have thoughts of seeds, preparing the soil, and even
harvest. In a similar way, we find ourselves reflecting on the soil
of Covenant Heights Bible Camp. We reflect on what our camp
means to those that have rooted their faith with us and we ask
ourselves, “What type of soil do we want to be?”

Last year, the board made a few decisions that has taken the
camp on a new road, not yet travelled by Covenant Heights.
Two new paid staff positions were brought on to help oversee
the leadership and general operation of the camp. In this first

year there was a great deal of learning, but we are finding ourselves settling into new rhythms. This past
season we held three summer camps; Family Camp, Junior Camp, and Teen Camp. In the fall, we put
on a youth Fall Retreat and kick-started a new year-round leadership program called Branch.

We are fortunate to have many passionate people that desire to see the soil of Covenant Heights cared
for and nurtured. We are in the 96th year of Covenant Heights and this is only possible because of all
those that have cared for the ministry. Ninety six years is a long time, and it is amazing to think of how
many lives have been impacted at this place. Even still, we find ourselves growing in new ways. This
year, along with our regular programming, we are adding a Squirt Camp. This new adventure will be a
one-night stay for young campers, age four to completed grade two.

As we reflect on the soil of Covenant Heights, we realize how much there is to be thankful for – the sea-
sons of past and the seasons to come. Please keep us in your prayers this season, as campers and vol-
unteers connect with each other and draw near to God. Pray that as our ministry continues, we will pro-
duce good soil and that the seeds planted here will grow, with strong roots, to multiply his love.

Matt Hardy, Director
Hanne Johnson, Camp Coordinator

CAMPS Covenant Heights Bible Camp | Clear Lake, MB



God continues to work in us, through us and even despite us. God is being glo-
rified in his work. After a survey of campers completed this summer we were en-
couraged by what we learned.
 17% of campers made a decision to follow God or to return to God
 77% of campers made decisions to grow in their relationship with Christ
 6% of campers have not yet decided to follow God
 15 campers want to pursue becoming a pastor, youth pastor or missionary

A lot can be read into numbers like this. Where we really get a sense of growth
is within the stories of campers and families. One young boy at our Junior
Camp committed his life to Jesus and looked to him as a Saviour. It has been
such a privilege to watch him grow closer to God. He and his family do not at-
tend church. His parents are wrestling with a decision that he made at camp
last summer. He is registered to attend camp again this summer.

Camp is an event based ministry. Unlike a church, sum-
mer camp is not equipped or structured to invest in the
lives of campers throughout the year. In light of this, we
have begun new partnerships with other local churches.
It is our hope and prayer that campers and their families
will find a church home where they can continue to grow
in a relationship with Jesus.

This past year we have continued to improve our facili-
ties. We have put new water lines in from the water well
to the kitchen, installed a new septic holding tank and
insulated and put new siding on our wash house so we
have water in the kitchen and wash house in the winter.
These are important steps to ongoing ministry, particu-
larly in the winter months. We continue to work towards
a new accommodations building. Fund raising efforts
continue and our next step will be getting blue prints
completed.

In September of 2013 we hired Keith Nelson as Facilities
Director. He has been an excellent addition to our team.
In March of 2015, we hired Kendra Freeland as Ministry
Director. Kendra has a significant amount of camp ex-
perience. As our Ministry Director she will be responsible
for the programming at
Covenant Bay.

Thank you for praying for the 2015 camps and campers, staff, board members, and the many volunteers
as they faithfully serve in this place. What a privilege to serve Him here. God is to be praised!

Jon Drebert, Executive Director

CAMPS Covenant Bay Bible Camp | Pigeon Lake, AB



2014 was another successful year. Here are the
important items for your information.
 Many young lives were touched and changed

by the love of Jesus
 2014 was a full camp
 No increase in our registration fee
 Expenses and income balanced
 Good response for money to Camperships
 Great volunteer involvement
 KCBC now officially a ministry of our Church

(Nelson/Balfour/Junction Covenant) and no
longer it’s own Charity and corporation

 Possible Family Camp for 2015 at
Dutch Harbour (July 18 - 21)

 Dutch Harbour registered for 2015
camp (July 12 - 18)

Items for prayer and involvement
 First year for an added Family Camp
 For the Lord to supply just the right Cabin Leaders
 Praise and thanks to all those that have volunteered or supported the camp this past year
 God’s direction for our coordinating team in assembling the camp personnel for this year
 Safety for this year’s camp
 For the Holy Spirit to move in the hearts of our campers this year
 Continued support for the Campership program (many families require financial assistance)

CAMPS Kootenay Covenant Bible Camp | British Columbia

Respectfully submitted by your Camp Team
Rick Dickieson (Chairman), Danielle Royer (Vice-Chair/Staff Coordinator), Judy Dickieson (Treasurer/
Registrar), Nancy Hansell (Secretary), Laura Nelson (Staff Coordinator), Jack Nelson (Camp Director)



Women Ministries, as all ministries, experiences an
ebb and flow, bringing changes, opening new vision,
letting go of familiar tasks. It can be a bit unsettling.
Similarly, are the changes in leadership. Several team
members have had to move on for various reasons,
but the Lord drew the hearts of gifted women to build
our team up again. They have added their energy,
joy, and transparency. We are thankful!

Recently I found hope and encouragement in the
words of Isa. 33:6

“He will be the sure foundation FOR YOUR TIMES, a
rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge;
the fear of the Lord is the key to this treasure.”

He is enough and He is faithful in the midst of all our
challenges. I pray that we may be faithful in our re-
sponse to Him and grip firmly the “key” to this treas-
ure!

Each year we consider prayerfully how our funds can
bless others. Dina Katanacho, director of the Arab/
Israeli Bible Society, has been one of the recipients.
Her recent response…

“I just would like to share with you about the good-
ness of God for us and would like to thank you for
the prayers and support that you are providing.
We at the Arab Israeli Bible Society were involved in
partnership with non-Christian organization for tour-
ism and Christian who has organized Christmas mar-
ket, a big event for families during Christmas time.
About thousand people attended the event … and
the peace bible DVD for Children was given as a gift
during Christmas. Please keep us in your prayers as
God will continue to use the AIBS as an agent of
peace and hope for our aching land.”

Ladies, we invite you to join us at our Friday morning gathering at this year’s AGM. No membership re-
quired. And we have much more to share than space allows here. We greatly value your thoughts as we
discuss how to move forward together. See you there!

Trudy McIntosh, WM Coordinator

Affiliated Ministries Women Ministries

Our Leadership Team

Charis Chu, Trudy McIntosh, Carolyn Stone,
Stacey Lees, Jaisy Tam Harbridge



2014 has been a thrilling year for Trellis Foundation. After years of
preparation, legal work, and developing fruitful organizational
structure, we have now completed two granting cycles totaling
$61,475 in which Canadian Covenant churches and camps have
received catalytic funds toward the discipling of men and women in
Jesus Christ.

A trellis is a tool that enables a grapevine to get off the ground and grow upward, becoming more fruitful
and productive. Discipleship is what we see growing on Trellis - and discipleship is not just a ‘program’, a
course, an event nor a project. Discipleship is the life long journey of being an apprentice, a learner of Je-
sus. It’s about the one-foot-after-the-other process of following God. Through Canadian Covenant minis-
tries this year, people have taken next steps with God.

The vision of Trellis Foundation is to be a catalyst of biblical, intentional and innovative discipleship in the
Evangelical Covenant Church of Canada. To this end, three values form the backbone of our granting cri-
teria:

Biblical impact | Intentional Planning | Innovative Ministry

We have seen Biblical Impact. $5,000 was granted to Sanctuary Covenant Church, Edmonton AB, to as-
sist their summer outreach programs. These programs include a variety of community outreach events and
classes. A full time community outreach worker facilitates the program. Trellis is assisting in covering wages
as well as supplies for events and classes.

Our hope is that this intensive season of outreach development will translate into ongoing outreach rela-
tionships for many in our congregation, in areas of their own personal interests and abilities. In addition to
the discipling of our congregation in this key aspect of Sanctuary’s mission statement, we will also be
forging meaningful and lasting collaborations with local community development agencies.

~Philip Wright, Grant Applicant

We have seen Intentional Planning. $4,250 was granted to a joint application between Kensington Com-
mons Church, Calgary, AB and Hope Community Covenant Church, Strathmore, AB for a discipleship
journal. The discipleship journal has been used at both churches for this full year of teaching. It includes
descriptions of each preaching series, artwork and calendar for the church year, and space for journaling
and taking notes on sermons.

In addition to helping church participants actively listen to sermon content, seeing a year’s worth of
teaching helps them to understand the intentionality of the church, the breadth of scriptural content we
intend to cover, and allows them to prepare their hearts and questions for upcoming sermons.

~Jeremy Duncan, Grant Applicant

We have seen Innovative Ministry. Erickson Covenant Church, Erickson, BC is stretching out of the box for
their community this spring - inviting Family Life Canada and directors Neil and Sharol Josephson to lead
a marriage weekend in their neighbourhood.

This will be followed by an innovative marriage mentoring opportunity linking trained couples in flourishing
marriages with younger couples who are growing or even struggling in their marriage. Mentor couples
meet monthly with a younger couple over the course of a year, providing valuable conversation and sup-
portive friendship as these younger couples follow Jesus together.

Affiliated Ministries Trellis Foundation



Over the years, people who have experienced marriage struggles have often pulled back from the church
community, and members of our community have either not known there were struggles happening until it
was too late, or they did not really know what to do about it when they did find out. This grant will help us
become a more honest, more supportive community, raising the value of marriage, encouraging intention-
ality, and creating a culture where marriages are growing toward greater health and life in Jesus.

~Tom Greentree, Grant Applicant

These are only a few of the ways we see discipleship to Jesus being lived out in the spirit and legacy of the
Jesus-following-life-transformation that Covenant Bible College represented for many years among us. For
more stories about what churches and camps have been doing with Trellis grants, visit trellisfoundation.ca/
stories.

Trellis Foundation provides funding for successful applicants as well as structured accountability throughout
the project. We have found that applicants are moving into more innovation, new levels of intentionality
and solid planning, and a firm commitment to biblical impact in God’s kingdom even through the grant
application process.

Each year, the first grant cycle will happen in March. If funds remain, a second granting cycle will be car-
ried out in October. Already in two grant cycles, it has been noted that the application process is very com-
petitive.

This year we are instigating a double deadline system. Every applicant has the opportunity to receive feed-
back on their application. Their first draft must be submitted by deadline #1 (ex. March 1). After receiving
feedback and revisions have been made, the final draft must be submitted by deadline #2 (ex. March 15).
Applicants who choose not to receive feedback submit their grant by deadline #2.

The funds coming out of the closure of CBC (in a truly miraculous way) equal about $1.8 million. The
funds are currently being invested through an outstanding asset management firm with a very strong track
record. We continue to be in the arduous process of our legal name change but this will not interfere with
the granting cycles of the foundation.

Trellis Foundation grants to qualified donees who are Canadian, Covenant charitable organizations (ie.
churches, camps and other future organizations). The Foundation does not be granting towards loans,
construction projects, nor existing operational budgets. The disbursement will be 3.5% per year (the dis-
bursement amount required by the CRA) as the funds are to be kept in perpetuity. Through vital partnership
with the ECCC, many of the existing conference-wide discipleship initiatives continue to be supported and
‘held up’ through Trellis.

We are incredibly grateful for the blossoming that has started to happen through Trellis. Thank you for your
prayers and your consideration of adding Trellis Foundation to the organizations you follow and support.

En route with Jesus,

Kirsten Waldschmidt, Chairperson



Global Engagement Democratic Republic of Congo

The Evangelical Covenant Church has a history of over 75 years in the Congo (formerly Belgium Congo
and Zaire). The Congo is a place of immense poverty. In the region where our partners live only about
11% have access to clean water. Less than 40% have had essential vaccines and 90% of mothers have
lost a child. It is a place that has caused some major organizations to say that the situation is too des-
perate to be helped. In spite of the factors at work the Covenant has felt called to stand with these
long-term friends in Christ. Three years ago a partnership with World Vision was formed to radically
transform the landscape. Many ECCC families and individuals joined with the Covenant Kids Congo
initiative and change is happening. Women are forming cooperatives. Nutrition-enhancing farming is
taking place. Clean water is now available to 6000 people and another 24000 will have clean water
in the near future. I would encourage you to watch the following three-minute video that gives you a
good overview of what is happening:

http://covchurch.tv/ckc-thank-you-mar15/

We also partner with World Hope, a Canadian organization that assists the Paul Carlson Partnership
(another Evangelical Covenant Church ministry). Through this funding we have helped with infrastruc-
ture and economic development in the same region where the Covenant Kids Congo initiative is at
work. Few will ever visit the Congo but we resist the “out of sight – out of mind” approach as we work
with major organizations to walk with these distant partners

Jeff Anderson

Global Engagement Ecuador

It really should not be a surprise, after 24 years of visiting and living in Ecuador, that each time we go
we are challenged by God and are changed and transformed by our experiences there. What is so
exciting about having the privilege of leading groups to Ecuador is that we also get to share in the life-
changing impact that each of our group members experience as well.

In 2015 we spent ten days with 24 people from three different Covenant churches from our Canada
conference in Cayambe Ecuador. We went with hearts to learn, with willing hands to serve, and a desire
to build relationships and let God do some work in our lives and in the lives of those we would meet in
Ecuador. Our focus was to help continue the building process of a home for children at risk, sponsored
by the Santiago Partnership (see santiagopartnership.org), and to build relationship with a small
Quechua church up in the Andes called San Antonio de la Pakcha.

Go to www.santiagopartnership.org/welcome-our-canadian-friends/ and you will see a plethora of
photos of our team working together to prepare the roof/2nd story floor for pouring cement. We put
hundreds of pieces of rebar together with wire and placed over 3300 cement blocks in preparation for
the pouring. Although we were tired and challenged physically, we were thrilled to see the cement trucks
come and pour the entire floor on our last work day. This home will be a tremendous gift to children in
the area who are at risk. Presently, the local Covenant Church (Emanuel) who are partnering in the pro-
ject, have about 600 children attending their Compassion program three times a week. You get the pic-
ture - there’s a huge need in the area. We also visited and help sort supplies for the medical clinic that
is being developed right next to the Compassion program at the church. Joel and Kim Delp are the
missionaries who will be working with the clinic and home for kids at risk and it was a delight to get to
know them and their passion for the ministry there.



Up the incredibly beautiful mountains to the San Antonio church we saw amazing views of the volcanic
mountains, fields of onions, barley, beans, corn spread out like a quilt pattern, and tiny villages dotting
the landscape. Our time with the people of the church community was significant in many ways. We
made friends with the kids as we played games, sat and talked with the women and men about their
kids, work, and families, and took walking tours of the small farms and prayed blessings over their
homes. Dixie Vandersluys led a seminar for the church in grief counseling and also a self-awareness
seminar for the women. The pastor asked if both Dixie and Pastor Natasha Westerhoud would be will-
ing to do some one on one counseling with the women, so they both spent 2 full days counseling with
the help of our excellent translators. The stories were full of sorrow, abuse, loneliness, poverty, and fear
for their children, but God was incredibly present and He gave words of love and encouragement and
prayer was powerful in that place.

A highlight was the signing of an agreement between the Evangelical Covenant Church of Canada
and the Evangelical Covenant Church of Ecuador to partner together for the next three years in the
project of the Santiago Partnership. By supporting this project with a written agreement, our Canadian
Covenanters can get tax receipts for their contributions to this project. We pray a blessing on all who
might join us in this great opportunity to serve and learn from our brothers and sisters in Ecuador.

Andy and Jenell Pluim



Global Engagement Haiti

In recent years the world has seen devastating images of floods, earthquakes and cholera in the small
country of Haiti. The country has a mixture of incredible resiliency and extreme dependence. The pri-
mary “economic generator” of the country is money that comes from government and NGO funding
or from families that have moved to the United States or Canada. The history of colonialism and cor-
ruption is well documented. In the case of the ECCC we also have a history of relationship and we
continue to be committed to walk with our friends and partners in the north of Haiti.

After a period of not funding any projects we have come alongside our partners in the following ways:
 Funding for Diabetic Care. According to the area missionary doctor, Steve James, Dr. Manno

does more diabetic care than any clinic in northern Haiti including Cap Haitien (a city of 1 million
people).

 Funding for Elder Care. Working with the Haut Limbe Baptist Church women we help provide ba-
sic food supplies to about 100 elderly each month.

 Funding for Children’s Meal Program. Following up on a connection made through College Park
Covenant in Saskatoon we are working with a young woman who graduated from the Christian
University as a business major to oversee a weekly meal program for over 125 children in a dis-
tressed area of Cap Haitien.

Our relationships are now in the place where we hope to have groups reengage with our partners.
There is so much we can learn from these friends that have endured great hardship!

Jeff Anderson

Global Engagement Israel/Palestine

If having a setting rife with polarized positions is a great place for ministry then our partners in Israel and
Palestine are in the very best spot ever. Many places in the world have conflict and conflicted positions
but no place in the world has the attention of so many outside their borders! As a group of churches we
have decided that we will focus our global engagement in places where partners are under resourced.
Typically one thinks about a lack of finances. We have supported projects such as scholarships for
women attending seminary, printing of children’s bibles and outreach to women. More importantly,
however, we have sought to link individuals here with the Christian communities in the Holy Land. The
Christian population is less than 3%. More and more Christians are feeling the pressure (political and
economic) to leave the region. At the same time, these brothers and sisters in Christ want to insure that
the land of Jesus will continue to have a living witness to Christ. We seek to encourage these faithful
friends.

An important part of this connection is the biennial Israel/Palestine Study Tour. This year the tour will
leave immediately following our AGM but it is not too soon to plan to attend in 2017! You will not only
see the sites of Jesus but you will meet our partners, the “living stones” of the land. Consider engaging
on a very personal level in a place that makes the news daily.

Jeff Anderson



2014 was a rough year, for both the weather and the grain
prices. However, we survived the adversity quite well. Having
fields in each prairie province almost always allows us to
have at least some fields in areas with good crop growing
weather. Though the year was not as great as 2013, many
farmers say they will never in their lives have a better crop
than that year. Tim from Justice, MB (Yes, there is Justice in
this world), has one of our Kernels fields near Brandon. He

says that each year he picks a different field for his Kernels plot, and each year it always turns out to be
the best crop! We really are blessed to bless others.

In 2014 we were able to raise $322,000 after all expenses and after the Canadian Government match.
It will be used by the Canadian Food Grains Bank and World Relief Canada to finish off our project in
North Kivu of the Congo. By supplying them with seeds, tools, and training, we have been able to help
them in growing their own crops.

On behalf of the people of the Congo, World Relief Canada, the Canadian Food Grains Bank, the
ECCC, and especially me, we say thank you for being a farmer (real or virtual) and helping to create
Hope where there often was none. Let’s grow again in 2015!

I heard a quote recently saying, “You can’t take money with you when you die, but you can send it
ahead.” This is a very good way of doing that!

Ray Baloun

Global Engagement Kernels of Hope



Thursday Evening:
7pm Worship

111th Annual General Meetings May 28—31

For more information on the
weekend, visit our website at

www.covchurch.ca

Saturday:
9am 111th AGM (part 2)
Noon Lunch
1:30 Seminars
3pm Break
6pm Banquet

Hope Community
Covenant Church

Stay Connected! Want to stay connected to the ECCC? Here are some ways that will help
you follow along with the ECCC all year long.

Sign up for the Weekly Prayer E-mail!
Each week a prayer e-mail is sent with news from our churches and our conference. To sign up, send an
email to office@covchurch.ca and we will add you to the list!

‘Like’ us on Facebook!
Find us by searching Evangelical Covenant Church of Canada.
www.facebook.com/covchurchCanada

Visit our website!
As always, our website is a great resources to everyone. Check-in to stay on top of the most recent events
and happenings of the ECCC denomination. www.covchurch.ca

Friday:
9am Ministerium
9am Women Ministries
9am TBA Fun Activity
Noon Lunch
1:15pm 111th AGM (part 1)
5:30 Supper
7pm Worship

Sunday:
10am Worship with Hope

Community Covenant Church
11:30 Lunch (CHIC Chili Fundraiser)

Strathmore, AB



www.covchurch.ca

Phone: 204-269-3437 | Fax: 204-269-3584

PO Box 23117 | RPO McGillivray | Winnipeg, MB R3T 5S3

Email: office@covchurch.ca
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