
“We always thank God for all of you and pray for you constantly. As we pray to our God and Father about you, we
think of your faithful work, your loving deeds, and the enduring hope you have because of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1
Thessalonians 1:2-3

These words written by the Apostle Paul to the early church echo the sentiment of the staff and Leadership
Board of the ECCC. We are thankful that you are part of a family of churches that seek to live fully, intentionally
and missionally into our Kingdom priorities.

Part of being intentional is to allow Scripture to shape us in how we approach our common work. In looking at
how Paul approached the various churches it is clear that he truly was thankful, and so we endeavor to be the
same as we consider how each of the parts work together in faithfulness to the common call. Second, Paul
never mentions the size of the church; his call to pursue faith, hope and love goes to all as does his challenge to
“live in a way that pleases God…” (1 Thessalonians 4:1). And so we hope that for your community the
relationship to the wider fellowship is one that helps each individual in their walk with Christ.

We are also intentional in that we have chosen to focus on the following priorities:
Make and Deepen Disciples: We are grateful that the Trellis Foundation is up and functioning and assisting
our local congregations and ministries with funds to pursue creative initiatives designed to help individuals
grow in their journey with Jesus. (www.trellisfoundation.ca)
Start and Strengthen Churches: Five new Kingdom expressions, all very different, are pursuing their call in
Calgary, Chestermere, Winnipeg, Toronto and Montreal. Thank you for the part you have in supporting these
congregations and for considering what you may have to contribute to these or future new starts. We also are
committed to strengthen existing congregations and have allocated financial resources and a new team of
people to continue to support our existing base of ministries.
Love Mercy and Do Justice: We continue to work on many fronts to encourage both mercy and justice. One
good illustration of partnering with other denominations and believers is the way many ECCC folks supported
the Defend Dignity movement (started out of the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church) that has seen
radical new Canadian legislation (C-36) designed to change the thinking toward those who have often been
caught in a system that has enslaved both men and women in sexual exploitation.
Develop Leaders: While we have worked hard to resource our pastoral community 2014 was a year of
seeking to re-envision how we support lay leadership in our family of churches.
Engage Globally: So often we think about “going to help”. The truth about engaging globally is that we often
receive more than we give. Yes we have things we can offer in places like Haiti, Ecuador, Israel/Palestine and
Congo but our partners have so much they also offer us. We thank God for each of these places and for the lives
that have been touched by relationships forged through engagement.

We have a myriad of opportunities under the above categories because we together have affirmed a call to
these opportunities. Thank you for praying for opportunities. Thank you for financially supporting
opportunities. Thank you for personally committing to involvement.
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