
Ileana Garcia Soto, Surrey, BC
My desire to serve came early, watching my dad exercise his pastoral ministry. Many
people recognized my gifts and the words missionary and pastor were spoken to me as a
message from God, a very common experience in Pentecostal churches. I did not take
them seriously, I liked the idea to serve but I wanted to decide my own path. Years later
God spoke to me as I walked down a trail in the Covenant Bible Camp in Unalakleet
Alaska. I said Yes! At that moment I was ready and I continue to grow into that call ever
since.

Glenn Peterson, Sarnia, ON
My sense of call to vocational ministry continues to be rooted in the on-going discovery
of my identity in Christ, the recognition of and need to use my gifts to build up the
Church and the affirmation and encouragement of Christians around me. More than
anything, I want to discover and live as the unique person God has made me to be. As I
have grown as a follower of Jesus, my desire to serve others has also grown- a desire for
others to experience and know the deep love of Christ for them. Through adolescence and
into early adulthood, I began to discern God calling me to use my gifts to build up his
people and to share what Christ has done for the world. This discernment of call has
been informed by pastors, teachers, friends, and others as they have affirmed my gifts
and God's work through me in the lives of others. As I have worked through this sense of
call to vocational ministry I have experienced peace, affirmation, and confirmation as I
have served in different ministry contexts.

Jason Ashley, Balfour, BC
Since I was young, I have always had a deep desire to help people. When I enrolled at
Regent College, I desired to disciple people further into Christ's love. I thought I could do
this best as a professor of Biblical studies. Through the first year of my seminary studies,
the Spirit directed me away from academic vocation and towards pastoral ministry.
Having recognized my own particular gifting more clearly, I realized I fit best in pas-
toral ministry. That said, I approach pastoral leadership with the utmost respect. I ap-
preciate the responsibility of ministering to the people of God and enter the role of en-
couraging fellow believers in Christ with great care. In light of this appreciation, I feel
utterly dependant on the living and triune God for ministering to His people. I look for-
ward with great hope that I can serve Christ in this way and I resonate with the Apostle
Paul's words to the Corinthians, "for I am under compulsion, woe to me if I do not
preach the Gospel."

Seth Michael, Prince Albert, SK
As I began to develop in my faith, I felt a strong desire to help others connect with God. I
had no clue what this would look like. I began to find ways to help out at my church. I
volunteered in many different ministries to help reach out to others. I felt like I wanted to
do work like this full time as a minister. I became a Religion major at the University of
Northern Iowa. After completing my work there, I felt led to continue my education. I
attended Sioux Falls Seminary where I completed my Master of Divinity degree. While I
was there I continued to help out in various ministries and felt even more deeply the call
to pursue ministry as a full time career.

Stacia Michael, Prince Albert, SK
My call to ministry has been constant but gradual. I have always known that I wanted to
love and serve Jesus, but I did not know until after college that I would enter full-time
ministry. In fact, I was quite certain that women should not be pastors. But when God
called, I could not ignore it. After studying abroad, I was accepted by Peace Corps where
I told them that I could separate my Christianity from my work. After I realized this
could not be true, I turned them down. Instead, I entered seminary with the intention of
going into mission work, because that is a type of ministry that is acceptable for women
in the NAB to do. Part of our program included supervised ministry at a local church,
and doing ministry with the youth group opened my heart to hearing whatever God
might be calling me to, including pastoral ministry. God worked to call me home to the
church in North America rather than to service abroad. The church is God's chosen vehi-
cle for mission, and I am called to serve her.
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