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Dear Canada Covenant Delegates and Friends,

I'm delighted to invite you to the 19th Annual Meeting of the
Evangelical Covenant Church of Canada hosted by Emmanuel
Covenant Church in South Surrey, B.C. May 5-7. It was such a joy to be
able to join in person together last year in Strathmore. We become
stronger as we tell stories, celebrate kingdom work, worship, and vision
together. We see kingdom flourishing when we MULTIPLY our efforts
and rely on the power of the Holy Spirit and devote ourselves to prayer
as the Body.

| am so grateful for the members of the Leadership Board and their
commitment to Canada Covenant ministry. | want to especially thank
Erik Anderson, Lori Snoxell and Natasha Westerhoud who will be
finishing their terms on the board as of this AGM. | also want to thank
Glenn Peterson, our Superintendent/President for his faithful leadership
as well as our staff: Rob Peterson, our Associate Superintendent, Hanne
Pihowich, Brandi Bobbi and Adam Furfaro who left us at the end of
2022.

| pray that as you listen to the stories, worship, and fellowship with
Covenanters from across Canada, you will be encouraged and inspired
by God’s amazing work in and through the Evangelical Covenant
Church of Canada. Our prayer is that you will be able to carry that hope
and light back to your church family.

In Christ’s Love,
Jenell Pluim

Leadership Board Chair
Evangelical Covenant Church of Canada
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MARCH 2023

Dear Canada Conference,

Greetings and grace to you all as you join together in Jesus’'s name to celebrate all that God has

done within your conference this season.

As you gather, please know how much | appreciate your partnership in ministry and how deeply
| value the stories of ministry experiences that you share with me. It is encouraging to know

that we do not journey alone.

| am grateful to be surrounded by so many people praying for me and for the church. Thank you

for joining in the call to prayer each month as we pray togethar as a church body and set ourselves
in a posture of listening to God. It has been a privilege to pray with you and for you. Please continue
to remain steadfast in your prayers. | truly believe we must be in a spirit of prayer to find a way

forward together.
In this first year in the role of president, | have been focusing my time around three main areas:

Listening: This has centered around listening to staff, conference parsonnel, the
ministerium, and local church memkbkers. We have conducted a globkal church needs
survey to help inform where the needs currently are and how local churches need

resource support.

Praying: As we root ourselves in a posture of prayer, we seek to create a climate in
which we have space to pause, breathe, reflect, and begin to re-enter spacas of

collegial respect and love for one another.

Discerning: How do we move forward together as a church body? | was tasked

with identifying a path forward through the discerned position on human sexuality
and its impact within the Covenant as a whole. During my president address at
Gather 2023, | am looking forward to sharing how, through much prayer and a
collaborative effort of our many governing bodies, this task has been going. Covenant
Offices leadership has also been entering a time of discernment around re-organizing
our ministry model to better align God’s mission with the resources he has provided in

this season for a thriving future.

Thank you for showing up in Jesus’s name to be good news for God’'s glory and nesighbor’s good.
| look forward to many more opportunities to share stories of how God is moving within your
ministries in the coming year. To him who is able to do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine,

ke the glory in the church throughout all generations forever and ever.

In prayerful hope!

Tammy Swanson-Draheim, PRESIDENT, EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH

The Evangelical Covenant Church | 8303 West Higgins Road, Chicago, Illinois 60631 773-784-3000 covchurch.org



As evening approached, the disciples came
to him and said, “This is a remote place, and
it’'s already getting late. Send the crowds
away, so they can go to the villages and buy
themselves some food.” Jesus replied, “They
do not need to go away. You give them
something to eat.”

As we gather for our Annual Meeting, to
connect, to celebrate, to pray, to give thanks, to
look forward and back - we remind ourselves as
Jesus followers that we are invited to follow
and join with Jesus in the work of multiplication
— for the sake of our towns, cities, provinces,
nation, and world. More than ever, we see the
need to encourage pastors, leaders, and
churches towards health and life across Canada
and around the world.

Like the disciples noticing hungry people, we
see the need. We see: churches pursuing health
but struggling, lack of volunteers and leaders
with capacity and heart to serve, young people
who are disengaging from the local church, and
pastors who are working hard but who are
weary. Personally, | continue to see churches,
pastors, and leaders who are feeling exhausted,
anxious, and alone. The need is real.

But there is hope. Jesus says to his disciples,
“you feed them”... and then proceeds to take a
simple but faithful offering of bread and fish,
multiplies them, and meets the need. Friends, |
dream of joining God in the work of meeting
the needs of the day. | see our family of
churches participating in an eternal extension
of Jesus’ “you give them something to eat” as

pastors are nourished, disciples are developed
and deployed, and communities are
transformed across Canada and around the
world.

“We have here only five loaves of bread and
two fish,” they answered. “Bring them here to
me,” he said. And he directed the people to
sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves
and the two fish and looking up to heaven,
he gave thanks and broke the loaves.”

Here are some of the ways we are joining Jesus
and seeing results:

Start and Strengthen Churches

We give thanks for the faithful and fruitful
works of churches and church plants across our
country. Our church planting team continues to
come alongside faithful women and men who
are responding to Gods call to gather
communities of worship, connection, and
mission. We are excited and committed to
seeing churches planting churches.
Simultaneously, we are grateful for churches
who faithfully pursue health, do the hard work
of re-imagining life together coming out of a
season of disruption, and missional vitality.
Renewed efforts, tools, and resources are being
developed for the health of local churches.

Develop Leaders

The statistics aren’t pretty. The reality behind
them even less so. We are unwavering in our
commitment to connect, encourage, care,
develop and equip pastors and leaders who
build up the church. The effect of encouraging
emotional, mental, physical, and spiritual health
among pastors and leaders is vital. The need for
noticing and investing in pastors and leaders
under the age of 35 is critical. Activating gifted
women and men across generations s
unapologetically necessary.

Make and Deepen Disciples

On Easter Sunday, Pastor James Yu will baptize
3 people who are growing as followers of Jesus
having come out of Atheist and Buddhist



backgrounds. We give thanks for a young
woman from Iran who was recently baptized as
a part of Zoe Toronto who joyfully danced in
response to new life proclaiming “I get to be a
missionary”. We celebrate renewed efforts to
see kids, youth, and young adults find and
follow Jesus. We are encouraged by the
ongoing significant and intentional work of
Covenant Heights, Covenant Bay, Kootenay
Covenant Camp, and the Harbour.

Love Mercy, Do Justice

The work and need to raise awareness, stand in
solidarity, seek to serve, and make a difference
has not and does not stop. Anti-racism efforts,
human trafficking, domestic violence, care and
concern for creation, poverty, and
homelessness are a few of the ways individuals
and churches continue to live out the Micah/
Matthew Challenge.

Serve Globally

We continue to support and partner with
efforts in Alaska, Argentina, Ecuador, Europe,
Haiti, the Middle East and North Africa, and
South Korea. Last November, | had the
opportunity to visit a number of ministries in
the MENA region. Most of our conversations
concluded with the question, “are you
optimistic?” Repeatedly the answer was “No...
but | am hopeful.” | pray that we can continue
to be agents of hope to a broken world as
Jesus multiplies our efforts.

As we look back at 2022, | am reminded that
God cares about the mission we are called to
more than we ever could. What is our posture
and attitude towards this work? Abundance?
Trust? Hope? Scarcity? Anxiety?

Jesus, by the power of the Spirit, is multiplying
the work. This reality fuels hope, courage, and
commitment to keep going. Please continue to
pray for the work that is happening and the
work that is yet to come. Pray for the Covenant
Church and pray for the Canadian Church. God
is at work - let’s join him in it! Jesus takes our
efforts and multiplies them. We cannot do this
work alone.

| am grateful for the generosity of churches and
individuals that continue to offer whatever they
can to pursue our shared and given mission.
Thank you for your ongoing faithfulness. Thank
you for expressions of generosity that continue
to fuel our shared mission and ministry. | am
grateful for you and pray the reality of Jesus
invitation to “feed” the multitudes might be
fully realized. The Canada Covenant Team
remains committed to doing anything and
everything we can to support, equip, care, and
connect you. We remain committed to joining
with you and the Spirit to catalyze new
expressions of God’'s Kingdom in Canada and
around the world. | am grateful to be on the
journey with you.

Thank you for your ongoing partnership!
Glenn Peterson

President/Superintendent
Evangelical Covenant Church of Canada



As | write this, we have just celebrated a Sun-
day service that included the reception of new
members at Emmanuel Covenant Church. We
heard specific examples of how God is moving
in the lives of those who attend Emmanuel, how
our congregation sees our church community
as family, how we love each other in tangible
ways, and how together we feel like home.

We see our love for our community in many
ways, such as in our current campaign to col-
lect Bible study supplies and paper goods for
Patricia Hope House, the new BC Adult and
Teen Challenge Women’s Centre located just
down the street from our building, with boxes
and boxes of goods on the first day of collect-
ing goods, including creative gifts above and
beyond what was requested—a 26-pound tur-
key, anyone?

For years, Emmanuel has been located on the
edge of the central South Surrey community,
but those days are quickly ending as new hous-
es and townhouses are being built ever clos-
er. We are in the process of selling a portion of
our land for two new land uses: conversion to

City parkland to create a biodiversity corridor
to protect God’s creation, and new townhouses
to welcome families into our community, right
on our doorstep. The redevelopment process is
both fast-paced and slow, and we are continu-
ing our church-wide visioning process so we
will be prepared when the development appli-
cation approval process is complete and we re-
ceive the full proceeds from the sale.

Through the visioning process, our aim is to de-
velop a plan so we can use God’s money wisely
to address global needs, to serve our immedi-
ate community, and to steward our property
responsibly. Pray for us that we would be like
the first two servants in the Parable of the
Three Servants, who invested their masters
money wisely and so the Master said, “Well
done, my good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful in handling this small amount, so
now | will give you many more responsibilities.

Let’s celebrate together!”

Kristen Tiede




As 2022 ends and 2023 opens up, our church
finds itself coming back to life after several
years of stalled and suppressed momentum.
2022 was a year where pandemic restrictions
ceased for the most part, but pandemic fatigue
had very much settled in. As the spring rolled
into summer, we found ourselves struggling to
rebound. We experienced diminished giving,
diminished volunteerism, and diminished enthu-
siasm across most of our ministry areas.

Discerning how to best address this was chal-
lenging to say the least. We decided to keep
things simple, and instead of pushing the com-
munity forward, we trusted that in time, new life
and energy would emerge. This felt like a risk at
times, but we doubled-down on patiently and
consistently pointing people to the truths and
practices grounded in trusting and knowing Je-
sus. Our leadership team was deeply supportive
of us and our church, and showed patient re-
solve to remain faithful even though our church
wasn't bouncing back the way we thought it
would by the summer of 2022.

In the summer | took time off in order to catch
up on vacation time and then took a three-
week sabbatical in August. It was an important
turning point for me, as it allowed me to come
up for some air after several demanding years
of ministry. It was deeply restorative and
helped me enter the fall with a much fuller cup.

This fall we've experienced what we believe to
be the first groundswell of ministry momentum
for quite some time. We are very thankful. Giv-
ing, volunteerism, and overall enthusiasm has
increased, and we have more people seeking to
use their gifts to serve and care for one anoth-
er. Our challenges persist, but they seem more
manageable--both logistically, spiritually, and
relationally. New people are discovering our
church and our faith, and there is generally a
lighter, more positive vibe that infuses our
gatherings and get togethers.

After receiving a role promotion to Associate
Pastor earlier in 2022, Pastor Rick Penner has

continued to do excellent work with our stu-
dents and young adults. Additionally, he has
been invited into more preaching, teaching, and
discipleship formation initiatives. His ministry
continues to be deeply fruitful, and we are
thankful for his leadership and influence on our
entire community.

As always, we are seeking to discern what pri-
orities God may be asking us to lean into this
next year, and recognizing that in this post-
pandemic world, reliance on God is the best
strategy we have to build and maintain a faith-
ful, thriving, and healthy church.

Pastor Jeff Strong



“What is important is faith expressing itself in
love.” — Galatians 5:6

Lake Ridge Community Church went on a jour-
ney to explore what it meant to move “from
residents, to citizens and neighbours.” The life
of Jesus continues to invite us to be citizens of
the Kingdom of God, marked by our love and
real relationships with others here in Chester-
mere. This season of discovery has prompted
more people to connect, more groups to self-
organize around each other, meals and gather-
ings in homes, and new friendships to emerge.
We are asking big questions about how we live
this one and beautiful life marked by the hope
of Christ in us.

Coming out of the pandemic was an experience
of loss for many of us. A number of families
moved away from Chestermere, illnesses have
taken much from others, and projects that used
to thrive have had to change and regrow
in new ways. Also in 2022, Pastor Evan Dewald
and Tara Linsley, our ministry support leader,
stepped down from our staff team which has
led to a season of transition and new purpose
for our community. We welcomed Shane

Pearsall, the chair of Vantage Point 3, to join
our team in this transition season, while I've
continued on as our pastor. We're grateful to

our staff for caring well in this season, and our
leadership team for their wisdom and intention-
al work.

This past year we opened an office at the invi-
tation of the RCMP to offer chaplaincy care, we
hosted our first church-wide spiritual formation
retreat with Rob and Rod Peterson, we spon-
sored art shows, a Kyle Church concert, created
new resources, had a baptism celebration, cre-
ated our first “Neighbour Day,” and hosted a
study tour to Israel. It’'s been a beautiful season.

In 2023 we will continue to attend to the move
of the Spirit in us, and for our city. We have
welcomed new members from diverse back-
grounds with gifts and stories of grace to share.
We continue to be the only evangelical church
in our city of 25,000 people and sense a deep-
ening invitation to grow in faithfulness, and
fruitfulness. Please pray for us as we lis-
ten again to the invitation of Jesus, connect
with our neighbours, and may we “grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the love of
Christ,” for us.

Peace and all goodness,

Pastor Preston Pouteaux




“So then, just as you have received Christ Je-
sus as Lord, continue to walk in him,”
— Colossians 2:6, CSB

Over the year 2022 here at Melfort Evangelical
Covenant Church we were reminded again of
how great and awesome the one true living
God is. We are part of the local body of Christ
that seeks to Know Jesus and to Make Him
Known. It is great to be part of the larger
movement of Christ followers in the ECCC and
ECC. We have been grateful to God for His
work in our midst as He continues to grow His
church and His people.

We invite the large Covenant family to join with
us as we praise God for all He is doing here in
Melfort. Thank you for your continued prayers
for the believers here and for those in our com-
munity. One of the many exciting things in 2022
occurred in August when Pastor Nate Coulson
began serving here as our Assistant Pastor. It
has been a period of transition for Pastor Nate
and us as a church but God continues to reveal
His faithfulness in our midst.

Last year most of our ministry initiatives were
up and running, however, coming out of the
pandemic and relaunching have caused some
to examine some of the ministries moving for-
ward. These are always welcome times when
examining the Lord’s leading and directing but
they are also times filled with some uncertainty

and some deep-rooted feelings. We continue to
meet weekly for our corporate time of worship
and last year we spent a great deal of time dig-
ging into the truths found in the book of Colos-
sians.

We praise God for His working in the lives of
our church family. God is good!

We praise God for many who allow God to use
them to invest in the various areas of ministry,
from the youngest to the oldest.

We praise God for the Youth and Tweens pro-
grams here at MECC. Their weekly bible studies
as well as other strategic events throughout the
year.

We praise God for the various music team lead-
ers who faithfully serve in our Worship Service
each week provide a range of music styles.

We praise God for the opportunity to serve our
community by many groups using our facility
for a variety of activities.

We praise God for the salvation through His
Son our Lord Jesus Christ and the continued
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.

Blessings,

Pastor Kors Pater




For Holy Community, 2022 marked not just an-
other year of life and ministry together, but
a whole decade as welll This past May we cele-
brated 10 years since a small group was com-
missioned from Faith Covenant Church to
begin a new work in the West End of Winnipeg.
We invited the neighbourhood over for live mu-
sic, hot coffee, and fresh baking. We gathered
for worship and thanksgiving. We gathered
around tables to share a celebratory meal. The
occasion was marked by deep gratitude for all
that God has done in our midst, by joy and
laughter as memories were shared and made
with friends, and a holy kind of pride for what
we’'ve been able to do together. To speak hon-
estly (we're family here, right?), there were
keen feelings of missing those who had jour-
neyed with us but no longer do, and frustra-
tions over expectations and hopes not yet real-
ized. The joys and the sorrows were mingled
with a deep sense of longing for God’s Spirit to
continue to move in our midst and make of us
as a blessing to our neighbours.

It was a year of movement. At the beginning of
2022 we gathered together exclusively on
ZOOM for our Sunday morning worship with
much of our other ministry programming sus-
pended or shifted to online participation. But
things changed and moved, and we finished the
year by inviting neighbours into our building for
free Christmas swag bags and to come sit on
Santa’s lap, celebrating the birth of Jesus with

family and friends, singing carols, and eat-
ing breakfast together. In between we met
practical needs of our neighbours through a
community garden and food pantry, we ran a
very fun day camp (beach party!), we began
regular men’s and women connection events,
we invited our community to generous sharing
in our annual fall food drive, we wrangled kids
and loved them in Jesus' name, we gave our-
selves to the reading of the Word, prayer, and
the breaking of bread. We leaned into our call-
ing as a Holy Community of truth, growth, hos-
pitality, and generosity. Movement: upward into
a closer and more intimate love relationship
with God, inward into deeper connection with
one another as brothers and sisters, and out-
ward in service and care for our neighbour-
hood and our world.

We now look ahead to more movement as we
invite a fresh movement of the Holy Spirit. Pray
with us and for us; we trust that in prayerful-
ly seeking the Spirit, God will continue to move
in our midst and lead us in mission as His peo-
ple.

Pastor Gavin Jensen




"Taste and see that the LORD
blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.
— Psalm 34:8

iIs good;

"

Though small in size, the Rainy River ECC is
large in spirit, and it has been encouraging to
see a steady and deepening faith in Jesus tak-
ing root among us. Though COVID brought
with it significant challenges, it also necessitat-
ed valuable times of personal examination and
reconciliation among our congregation, and
even in the difficulty, it has not been for noth-

ing.

| began serving at the church in May of 2021,
following the unigue path of pastoring the same
church community | was raised in (following six
years of study in Chicago)! Since arriving home,
| have seen more deeply than ever before God's
goodness through those who have "walked fur-
ther down the sacred path,” encouraged by
their examples of kindness, generosity, and sac-
rifice as they serve Jesus here in Rainy River.

One highlight of the past year has been an ex-
panding outreach to children and youth, with
our Summer Adventure Week attended by 32
children from the community, the majority of
them unchurched; for the tiny town of Rainy
River, this was deeply encouraging to us.

Another highlight was walking as a community
through the book of 1 John, finding there both
the call and the provision to walk in deeper and
greater love towards one another. More recent-
ly, we have begun sermons on the Gospel of
John, seeking to be encountered more and
more truly by the life-satisfying, category-
shattering person of Jesus Christ.

A personal highlight for me has been doing all
of this alongside my wife Ireland. (We met dur-
ing our time at Moody Bible Institute and were
married in July of 2020.) Though she is not for-
mally employed by the church, all that | do is
accomplished hand-in-hand with her, and she
deserves such recognition, honor, and encour-
agement for the selfless work she does: men-
toring, leading, teaching, and caring.

As the Spirit leads you, please pray for the
Rainy River ECC: for endurance and discern-
ment for those who serve, openness and curios-
ity for those in the broader community, and an
outpouring of the Spirit of God on myself, Ire-
land, the church's leadership, and the entire
congregation. All glory be to Christ!

In Christ,

Pastor Ben Mast




Zoe Toronto has just begun to blossom down-
town! Our Global Community microchurch has
had personal gospel conversations with more
than a dozen international students this year,
resulting in 3 new professions of faith and 2
baptisms. Our Parkdale microchurch ran two
youth camps for their neighbourhood, serving
80 youth in total. Last summer we piloted a dis-
cipleship program, Greenhouse, which was
deeply impactful for the young adults who par-
ticipated. This year we will add summer interns,
and last year’s participants are bringing their
friends along for what is shaping up to be a
program 3 times as large! We also have over a
dozen hungry young people eagerly training
right now in sharing the gospel, making disci-
ples, and planting churches (far beyond our ca-
pacity to train them?).

Also, a story: S was born and raised in Iran, and
had just hit rock bottom. Her parents were di-
vorcing each other and abandoning her. She
was depressed, overweight, and without hope.
One night she had a dream in which she was
lying motionless on the floor and a man with an
exceedingly kind and trustworthy face ap-
proached her, offered his hand, and lifted her

up. She looked in his eyes, frozen and speech-
less. He said “Follow me” and she woke up. She
rarely dreamt, and had no idea what this meant,
so she asked her grandmother for help under-
standing. Her grandmother told her “That was
Jesus.” Not knowing who Jesus was, S asked
her what to do, and her grandmother said she
would help her leave Iran because her life was
now in danger, especially if her father found
out. S soon arrived in Toronto as a refugee, and
within weeks met a sister from our community,
M. Just one year prior, M had arrived in Toronto,
having fled Egypt with her mother and sister
because her own father sought her life for her
having become a Christian. M (20 years old)
shared the gospel with S (19 years old), bap-
tized her, and is here blessing her new faith and
identity in Christ immediately after her baptism.
M’s mother also came forward to bless this new
sister in Christ with the authority that only
comes from having likewise left everything in
this world for Jesus’s sake. It was hard to find a
dry eye in the room, and we are so grateful for
having been placed by God downtown where
we can be a part of such stories.

Pastor Michael Filicicchia




PASTOR TRANSITIONS

Manfred To Evangelical Fellowship Church (Edmonton, AB)
Boller From Evangelical Fellowship Church (Edmonton, AB)
Nate To Melfort ECC, Assistant Pastor (Melfort, SK)

Coulson

Evan From Lake Ridge Community Church (Chestermere, AB)
Dewald

Riley To Church Planting (Winnipeg, MB)

Enns

Arden From Norguay Covenant Church (Norquay, SK)
Gustafson To Retirement

Marty To Norguay Covenant Church (Norguay, SK), begins July 2023
Johnson

Linea From Gateway Covenant Church (Prince Albert, SK)
Lanoie To Retirement

Snowy To Faith Covenant Church (Breton, AB)

Noble

Julia From Holy Community Covenant Church (Winnipeg, MB)
Sandstrom To Thornapple Covenant Church (Grand Rapids, MI)
Jaisy To Avenue Community Church (Toronto, ON)
Tam-Harbridge

Ray From Rosebud Church (Rosebud, AB)

Wall To Retirement

CBCLEGACY SCHOLARSHIPS

Lydia Bend (Breton, AB) St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission
Lucas Driedger (Nelson, BC) Columbia Bible College, Columbia One
Alexa Olson (Norquay, SK) YWAM Hawaii

Abby Prier (Erickson, BC) Capernwray New Zealand

Learn more and apply at covchurch.ca/cbc-legagacy-scholarships



START & STRENGTHEN CHURCHES

We want to see vibrant and life-giving churches started AND existing churches grow more faithful
and fruitful for the renewal of Canada. Together, we pursue health. The Canada Covenant, along
with the Evangelical Covenant Church as a whole, believes the local church is God’s foundational

strategy to carry out mission in the world.

We connect, catalyze, care, and equip churches, pastors, and leaders from conception through all
phases of congregational life, to end-of-life and legacy opportunities.

PRAY

Across the pages of Scripture and time, we
see the power, precedence, and priority of
God’s people gathering to pray. We want to
encourage and deepen a posture of prayer
across the Canada Covenant. We remind our-
selves that “prayer goes before the plow”.

The Canada Covenant website has a place
(covchurch.ca/get-involved) to submit prayer

requests and sign up for our Weekly Prayer
email. Stay tuned for increasing opportunities
to come together and prioritize prayer.

PLANT

LAST 5 YEARS

Encounter Covenant Church
ZOE Toronto

New Wine Church
Stonehouse Covenant Church
City Collective Church

COMING SOON
FuYin

New Winnipeg Plant
Riondel, BC Plant



http://covchurch.ca/get-involved

NURTURE

COACHING, COHORTS, DIRECTION, AND
MENTORING

If you are a pastor or local church leader and
are looking for Coaching or Spiritual Direction,
contact rob@covchurch.ca

Internships: This year, in connection with the
Canada Covenant Multiply Campaign, we are
launching an Internship & Residency Initia-
tive. More details will be shared at the annual
meeting, but we want to simultaneously create
space to deepen the character and develop
core competencies for growing leaders and
pastors.

STRENGTHENING RESOURCES

Learning Labs: Quarterly thematic learning op-
portunities for pastors

Canada Covenant Staff Support: We mobilize
for mission by connecting, catalyzing, caring,
and equipping churches in all stages of their
life. We are here to help one another. If you're
looking for resourcing or support, as a church,
please give us a call or reach out. There are
lots of (endless) resources and tools out there
to help.. sometimes a good listening partner
helps us identify the right tool or conversation
for the moment.

Missional Vitality Resources:
covchurch.org/start-strengthen-churches/
missional-vitality

COMING SOON: We'’re currently curating and
developing some Canada Specific Vitality re-
sources. Stay tuned!

DREAM

We love Canada (and the world) and are con-
vinced that we are called to come alongside
churches, pastors, and leaders across our
country... to see individuals, churches, and
communities thrive!

We want to see churches started and
strengthened across towns, cities, and prov-
inces. We value the women and men who God
has and is raising up to start new ventures
AND want to see more churches planting
churches.

CHURCH PLANTING TEAM

Jason Condon (Team Leader), Jason Charles
(Western Catalyst), Gavin Jensen (Prairie Cat-
alyst), Sarah Cowan Johnson (Coaching and
Leadership Development)


mailto:rob@covchurch.ca
https://covchurch.org/start-strengthen-churches/missional-vitality/
https://covchurch.org/start-strengthen-churches/missional-vitality/

2022 ECUADOR ADVENTURE REFLECTIONS

In late March 2022 two families, the Nelsons (Corey, Heather,
Melanie and Riley from Wetaskawin, AB) and the Gustafsons
(Arden, Marcia and Elena from Norquay, SK) left Calgary for
Ecuador to work with MERGE Ministries and the Santiago Part-
nership. For 10 days we enjoyed working together with our
friends at Casa Hogar (the home for at-risk children) as well as
the San Antonio Covenant Church. We played and prayed with
these dear friends, helped them build a library/bakery addition,
did a VBS for the children and basically joined them in their
ministry. Over the years we've built a strong relationship with
this church and the Santiago Partnership and it has been a joy
to see it grow, thrive and have such a powerful impact in this
corner of Ecuador.

Arden Gustafson, Trip Coordinator

We continue to celebrate our story with the One of the ministries that The Santiago Partner-
Evangelical Covenant Church of Ecuador ship oversees is Casa Hogar, the Home for at
(lglesia Pacto Evangelica del Ecuador) and The Risk children. This space continues to be a ha-
Santiago Partnership, partnering with co- ven for over 20 children who call this their
founders Joel and Kim Delp to build up the ‘home’. The home continues to serve in a holis-
body of Christ in a global way. tic capacity by providing physical, mental/
emotional, and spiritual care for the whole fami-
ly involved. For the past few years, they have
been working hard with the Forever Flowers
initiative by planning, building, and planting the
flowers for harvest and we are excited to share
that they have had their first harvest and sale of
fresh beautiful roses! The sales of these flowers
will help to provide a means of self sustaining
the ministry of Casa Hogar. So grateful for Es-
ther Moreira who is the Administrator of the
Forever Flowers project and our Merge Ministry
Trip Coordinator.

The Santiago partnership has been serving in
the Cayambe area since 2014 and has seen that
domestic abuse is all to common as 2 out of 3
women are experiencing or have experienced
such violence. Unfortunately, the impact of this
abuse is seen in the Santiago programs as chil-
dren have come to the Home for At Risk Chil-
dren due to harm. Since late 2020, the Santiago




Partnership has been serving and caring for 15 +
women and their children who are survivors of
domestic abuse. One of the greatest difficulties
these women have faced in trying to break free
is finding economic independence from their
abuser. They all desire for a better life yet strug-
gle to find a way to make money for themselves
and their children. In the desire to empower
woman to know and understand their worth
and realize they are loved, seen and cared for
by a mighty God, a new initiative was created.
The Project Director, Rolando Escola, had the
vision to start a social enterprise that will give
women the opportunity to find economic inde-
pendence in a safe and supportive environment.
This opportunity is Sumak. The women will be
able to come to the Artisan Studio and work
together to make Kichwa-style jewelry that can
be sold, providing freedom and the ability to
receive a fair wage to care for their families.

God is present and in the details of the work
that is being done in Ecuador. It is so exciting
to see the healing power of Jesus in the many
lives of the woman and children who are able o
gain access to the ministry that The Santiago
Partnership provides. Together, we have privi-
lege of being witness to God’s bigger picture,
provided care and love through our actions.

Meet Maria Quilumbaquin. She is a doctor who
lives in Cayambe and serves the people of Ec-
uador as a politician. Maria is also a survivor of
domestic abuse. She was able to free herself
from violence and now she wants to help other
abused women know that abuse is not accepta-
ble and that these women can find freedom as
well. Maria shares her story to inspire others to
break free from violence.

Are you ready to come on an Ecuador Adventure? Our next trip
is takes place Nov 3 to 13.2023. We will spend time in with The
Santiago Partnership, working along side the Home for at Risk
Children/Medical Clinic and we will also spend time with our sis-
ter Covenant Church in San Antonio up in the Mountain region.
The 10-day trip will include a construction project of some sort,
VBS with many enthusiastic children waiting to have some fun,
and of course a bit of sight seeing, shopping and amazing fel-
lowship and food. There will some awesome coffee too..l can’t
wait to go! Will yo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>